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by Kayla Snyder 

Although it may not feel like spring, this year’s spring musical opens 
tonight. This year’s choice “Crazy For You” is sure to excite and keep 
the audience hooked from the moment the actors step on the stage to the 
final bow at the end. 

“Crazy For You” is a classical musical featuring songs written by 
George Gershwin. The plot includes a twisted love story turned cowboy 
style musical involving tap dancing that is sure to pull in all different 
kinds of people. 

“It has something for everyone. There’s the wild west adventure for 
the boys and the love story for the girls,” junior Roslyn Mizgorski said. 

The show starts off with Bobby Child wanting to become a dancer 
but his mom refuses and wants him to become a banker. From there, he 
goes to Deadrock, Nevada to foreclose a theatre. While in Deadrock, he 
meets a girl name Polly Baker and falls in love with her. In order to woo 
her, he disguises himself as Bela Zangler and the plot unfolds from there.

“He’s trying to prove to Polly who fell in love with Bela Zangler that 
he’s Bobby and not Bela,” freshman Dan Bittner, who plays Bobby, said. 

Miss Kristin Demsey, Miss Kristen Susany and Mr. George Tep-
shich have been working hard over the past couple months to prepare the 
students in the musical for their opening night. 

“I made them be off-book over Christmas break so they had to have 
all their lines memorized before they came into rehearsals so they’ve been going 
at this since mid-December when they got their scripts. All you can do is keep 
practicing,” assistant director Miss Kristen Susany said. 

As for rehearsals, the kids in the musical have been preparing for their open-
ing night almost every day after school for long hours.

“We started out with separate dance, blocking, and vocal rehearsals. Of 
course the pit rehearsed on their own. The whole month of February has been 
dedicated to putting everything together,” senior Jess Dorow said. 

A lot of hard work and rehearsal have gone into the production. This year, the 
participants will face more challenges in the musical. There are difficult aspects 
including dance and music that have to be prepared and perfected by opening 
night. 

“Everything is really hard. The music is really hard. The scenery and set 
design has been super extravagant. The acting and the characters are in-depth. 
With the vocals, there are a lot of full cast harmonies. The dancing is all tapping. 
Everything is really mature and hard,” director Kristin Demsey said. “There’s a 
lot more elements to shuffle all together.” 

Shaler’s theatre program has some notable actors who bring out the best in 
their characters. 

“It’s fun picking out your character’s personality and how you want to por-
tray them. It’s not always easy playing a character because you’re so used to be 
being yourself every day,” sophomore featured dancer Kailey Woistman said.  

A lot of tap dancing is incorporated into this year’s musical. One of the big-
gest challenges for the students was going from having no tap experience and 
turning it into a routine. 

“It’s mostly just tap dancing, which is the hardest part. Last year, it was wav-
ing hands theatrically,” sophomore Zak Marshall said. 

“This is a very heavy tap musical,” Bittner said. “I came into this with no 
tap dancing whatsoever and every song I’m in I’m tap dancing and I’m in a lot 
of songs.”

A notable favorite scene amongst all the actors in the production is a scene 
that involves Bela and Bobby.

“My favorite scene is watching Dan Bittner and Jordan Schreiber perform 
“What Causes That” because it’s really funny to watch,” sophomore Natalee 
Junker said. 

Opening night for the musical is on February 28th at 7:00 pm in the auditori-
um. Tickets are being sold for the show in the Activities Office. The ticket prices 
are $7 for general admission and $10 for reserved seating. Be sure to check out 
the musical on the performance dates: February 28, March 1, 2, 7, and 8. 

“Crazy for You” opens with something for everyone

by Anthony Imhof

When it comes to two-hour delays or cancella-
tions, students only focus on one thing: sleeping in. 
However, what students fail to realize is how many 
things are taken into consideration by the superinten-
dent when delaying or canceling school.

School is canceled or delayed when events such 
as snow or rain storms occur and prevent students 
from reaching school safely. Dr. Wesley Shipley, Su-
perintendent of Shaler Area School District, is the 
person in charge of making the decision of whether to 
cancel or delay school. Shipley makes sure he looks 
at all of the variables before making the decision.  

“I always contact our transportations safety of-
ficer to get his or her opinion. I also have contacted 
the townships, as well as the District’s Director of 
Buildings and Grounds to get their input about condi-
tions,” Shipley said.

The unsafe conditions that result in school be-
ing delayed or canceled can be a number of different 
things; the most common being weather hazards or 
temperature issues. 

“Snow, ice, cold are the most typical [reasons]. 
We would also close for national or state emergen-

cies. Sometimes we may have to close just one build-
ing due to a water outage, or loss of power in that 
building,” Shipley said.   

Other variables involved in the equation include 
communication and time concerns. When a decision 
is finally made, the school is tasked with the job of 
informing all of the families in the district of that de-
cision. 

“We always place an announcement on our 
phone lines. We also place an announcement on our 
web site, and the district Tweets an announcement as 
well.  We also use the major news outlets (TV and 
Radio) to send out announcements,” Shipley said. 

To make matters even more complicated, this an-
nouncement has time restraints that it must meet in 
order to effectively inform all of the households.

“I try to give as much time as possible, but the 
latest I can make a decision about delaying is 5:15 
AM, and if that is to change to a closing, I have to de-
cide by 7:15 AM.  That’s why we always say to stay 
tuned for possible status changes in case of worsen-
ing conditions,” Shipley said. 

  Students have realized that usually when 
Shaler is canceled or delayed, other nearby surround-
ing schools are canceled or delayed as well. This is 

because schools actually do communicate with each 
other when situations like these arise.

“The decision is really made through effective 
communication.  I communicate with your superin-
tendent Dr. Shipley and we are most likely going to 
have the same decision as we share busses with First 
Student” Dr. Patrick Mannarino, Superintendent of 
the North Hills School District, said.

However, there are some instances where some 
school districts will cancel while their neighboring 
school districts will not. 

“The time that we will differ in the decision is 
when the delay or cancellation is due to road con-
ditions.  That is where our township road crews are 
brought into the conversation and conditions may be 
different that result in one of us canceling and one of 
us delaying,” Mannarino said. 

Delaying and cancelling school is a long process 
with a lot of steps. Superintendents must contact a lot 
of people to receive all the information necessary to 
effectively delay or cancel school. 

“It’s a group effort in that I get information from 
a lot of people,” Shipley said, “but the safety of our 
students is the most important thought when making 
the decision.”

Multiple factors go into delays and cancellations

Jordan Schreiber, Jess Dorow, and Dan Bittner rehearse a scene (Anna Cunningham)
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by  Sara Gaskill

“I speak with a brush while everyone else speaks with their mouth,” 
Mr. David Boyles said.

This stands true for every art student that participated in this year’s 
Scholastics of Art and Writing. The Scholastics date back to 1923 where 
the Alliance partnered up with 100 different literary arts organizations. 
Students from 7th grade to 12th grade are able to submit an art or writing 
piece that fits one of the 28 categories. Submissions are juried by dis-
playing originality, technical skills, and a vision that’s conjured through-
out their painting. 

“Scholastic is a competition. The Scholastics is made up of all dif-
ferent schools throughout the nation who turn art work in so that they 
can be in a juried show. In that context we submitted 60 some pieces and 
won 32. We placed with 32,” Boyles said.

Mr. Boyles’ art class students have worked hard  for the past couple 
of months to complete pieces to be submitted. The Scholastics in Penn-
sylvania is set up at the Warhol Museum. Artwork from Shaler students 
and other surrounding schools are set up at LaRoche College which is 
opened to the public.  At LaRoche, Mr. Boyles took two students to help 
him set up the pieces, Erin Shcriber (Preisdent of the National Art Honor 
Society) and Brendon Donavan.

“We want to go to the Warhol because there are the traveling nation-
al scholastics winners from prior years so there are high school artworks 
being exhibited on the third floor at the Warhol,” Boyles said.

As you walk up and down the hallways of the Warhol museum you 
see pieces of works that you couldn’t imagine. Winners are given dif-
ferent awards. Some get Silver Key awards and others get Gold Key 
awards. Submissions that receive Gold Keys are able to go on to the Na-
tional Awards instead of just staying in the Regional sector. One student 
that was given a Silver Key Award was Clarissa Jackson, whose panting 
was of a horse that she called “Leader”. Boyles had some words of ad-
vice for other students who placed into the gold category.

“Accept your awards with humility and continue driving on and un-
derstand that you can always improve on what you’ve already done,” 
he said.

Clarissa Jackson’s painting (Jackson)

P.E. Dept. offers new      
electives for students

by Anna Cunningham

Next school year, students will 
have different options for their 
physical education classes. Instead 
of just taking the regular class that 
we have right now, students will 
have the choice of two other class-
es: Principles of weight training and 
physical fitness and Aerobic fitness 
and dance.

“The aerobic fitness and dance 
class is going to be structured basi-
cally as if you are going to be walk-
ing into an LA Fitness, or some type 
of marketed gym where you walk 
in, and the class is going to include 
cardio kickboxing, Zumba, yoga, 
Pilates, and low and high impact 
boot camp,” Mr. Adam Rosenwald, 
head of the physical education de-
partment said. 

“For the second class, the prin-
ciples of weight training and fitness, 
the majority of the class is going to 
take place in the weight room, but 
there’s also going to be a classroom 
component where we’re going to 
look at the science of what is actual-
ly happening when we exert physi-
cal activity on the body.”

Both classes offer something 
different than what students are 
used to in their physical education 
classes. Now, physical education 
classes include two fitness days and 
three game days, where students 
play a variety of team and individ-
ual sports. The new classes will al-
low a more individual focus on the 
student. 

“Hockey or tennis isn’t every-
body’s thing,” Rosenwald said. 
“This is more geared towards indi-
vidual fitness based activities that 
are also lifelong activities. You 
can’t play football forever, but you 
can cardio kick box or dance in a 
Zumba class or take yoga for the 
rest of your life. These are lifelong 
fitness based activities versus team 
based or individual sports.” 

The new classes will still count 
as a graduation credit, so students 
don’t have to worry about getting 
enough physical education credits. 
These new courses have been in the 
works for about two years now. 

“Change takes a little bit of 
time,” Rosenwald said. “We’ve 
been given the green light to cre-
ate these courses and we’re going 
to start doing the curriculum as a 
department, and get that knocked 
out this spring. The classes will be 
offered for scheduling this year and 
we’ll start running them in the fall.”

The classes will be offered to 
grades 9-12 and both classes will be 
co-ed. Depending on the popularity 
of the classes, some changes may 
have to be made in the scheduling 
aspect for the courses. 

“One of the things we talked 

about is if you take principles of 
weight training and fitness as a tenth 
grader, are we going to let you take 
it as a junior or senior? Can you take 
this class for three years or can you 
only take it once and then you have 
to go back to phys ed 11 or take aer-
obic fitness and dance. That’s some-
thing that right now is an ongoing 
discussion,” Rosenwald said. 

These courses specifically are 
being added because Shaler already 
has the space and equipment need-
ed. 

“These specific activities are 
about individual fitness, are about 
improving your fitness, and you 
don’t need new equipment, you just 
need the space to do it. Basically it 
came down to practicality, out of 
everything we can start from the 
ground up and create a new course, 
what do we have already avail-
able without needing a significant 
amount of money to make it hap-
pen,” Rosenwald said.

By adding the two new cours-
es, the physical education depart-
ment has a total of seven choices 
for students to choose from. There 
are the regular 9-12 classes, an ad-
vanced physical education class, 
and the two new courses, principles 
of weight training and fitness and 
aerobic fitness and dance. Each of 
these classes count as a credit for 
graduation. The physical education 
department has more options than 
most students think. 

“I think that if you offer physi-
cal activity that actually appeals to 
the individual, because everybody 
has individual likes and dislikes, if 
we offer the student the choice to 
make, we’re giving a little bit more 
of an option,” Rosenwald said. “In 
standard phys ed, we do allow an 
option but you have option A and 
option B and you’re stuck with it. 
Now, if you sign up for regular phys 
ed, you have options A and B within 
that class, but now you also have the 
choice of two other classes.”

The physical education depart-
ment is really excited to offer these 
new courses and the students should 
be excited as well. By adding the 
new classes, students are offered 
more of a choice to have an indi-
vidualized fitness plan that works 
for them.

“These classes offer something 
positive to individuals who aren’t 
interested in the team concept,” 
Rosenwald said. “There’s a lot of 
research right now that shows that 
these types of activities actually can 
assist student achievement academ-
ically. The research is out there, and 
this can have a more positive impact 
in the classroom as well. [We want 
to] increase the overall health and 
wellness of our students here.”

Art students take 
awards in Scholastics
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by Anna Cunningham

As a freshman, it can be hard to figure out 
where you belong in high school. With so many 
extracurricular activities, finding an activity where 
you fit in is not the easiest thing to do. 

For freshman Dan Bittner, he knew exactly 
where he belonged. Bittner auditioned for the fall 
play, “Miracle on 34th Street,” and got the male 
lead of Fred Gailey. For this year’s musical, “Cra-
zy for You,” Bittner again received the male lead 
of Bobby Child. 

“I was extremely shocked,” Bittner said about 
his role in “Miracle on 34th Street.” “I didn’t even 
expect to get in. I got a callback and I was with 
Jordan, and I thought for sure that he was going to 
get Fred, but then I did.”

Similarly, Bittner did not expect to get the 
main role in the musical. 

“I’m really happy; I can’t wait to do it. It was 
a really big deal to me, so I was extremely happy,” 
he said. 

“Crazy for You” is about a banker from New 
York who travels to Nevada to foreclose on a the-
ater. While there, he falls in love with both the the-
ater and the only girl in town, Polly. The musical 
is heavy on tap dancing.

“It’s a huge tap musical, and Jess and I have 
never tapped in our lives,” Bittner said. “They’re 
teaching us how to tap dance and its going interest-
ingly. She’s good, I’m not.” 

Bittner began acting in seventh grade as the dog 
catcher in “Annie.” In eighth grade, he played the 
part of Gaston in “Beauty and the Beast.” 

“I liked Gaston because I got to be a jerk,” 

Bittner said. 
Two years after the start of his acting career, 

Bittner has improved a lot as a performer.
“I’ve taken voice lessons in order to improve, 

and I have choir, and that helps me out,” Bittner said. 
It hasn’t always gone smoothly, though, as 

Bittner has experienced some mishaps in different 

shows.
“My microphone fell off my face during a 

performance of “Beauty and the Beast.” That 
wasn’t good because I had to break character 
and pick it up,” he said. “I forgot my keys one 
time in “Miracle on 34th Street.” That wasn’t 
that bad but I still forgot it. Nothing extreme 
has ever happened though.”

In addition to his acting abilities, Bittner 
also sings for Shaler’s choir and does long 
jump, high jump, and hurdles for track and 
field. 

He is looking forward to the spring trip 
the band, choir and orchestra departments 
take every year. This year, they are traveling 
to Walt Disney World.

“I can’t wait to compete and see what our 
choir gets because it seems like we’re going 
to do really well. We’re trying to get superior, 
and I hope we do,” Bittner said. “I also can’t 
wait to ride a bunch of rides with my friends, 
go to Harry Potter world, and see some of the 
princes and princesses. I’m going to see Gas-
ton and take a picture with him.”

Acting and performing is very important 
to Bittner, and even though he is only a fresh-
man, he hopes to be able to pursue acting as 
a career.

“I like getting up on stage and performing. 
It’s one of the things I love. I love singing, I love 
acting. I want to go to CMU and study musical the-
ater or drama at least,” Bittner said. “When I grow 
up I want to become an actor, I want to be on Broad-
way, I want to be in movies, and I want to get myself 
out there. I’ve always shot for the stars and I think I 
should with my life.”

by Margaret Potter
 
On Saturday, February 15th Mr. Ben Shannon’s Creative Writing classes 1 

and 2 read their original writing on a radio broadcast show that was broadcasted 
across the country on the Saturday Light Brigade Radio Show.  The radio sta-
tion, 88.3 WRCT, is broadcasted out of the Carnegie Children’s Museum.

It’s a show that spotlights the ideas, stories, and feelings of children, youth 
and families. The SLB began in 1978, and has since been a Saturday morning 
public radio program that blends acoustic music, live performances by youth 
and adults, and more. The SLB airs every week for six hours across the nation.

When Shannon’s children were younger, he would listen to the SLB with 
them. One day he called the producer and asked if they would be interested in 
having high school students on the show. The producer said yes.

The students wrote a piece and read it over the radio. There is no specific 
assignment on what the students write, Shannon only asks that they read their 
writing out loud before reading it on air. The show does not censor the pieces 
that are broadcasted, so the writing covers a wide range of topics that children, 
teens, and families deal with.

Shannon’s class was both excited and nervous. 
“Writers in general prefer not to be in center stage. Broadcasting on a na-

tional scale makes the students nervous.” Shannon said.
Although this made the students nervous, Shannon believes that this ex-

perience is important to young writers. He believes that by reading their own 
writing out loud, students will learn what to do and not to do with their writing. 

“Reading is a crucial part in developing as a writer. Having an actual au-
dience for your writing is important. A lot of writing that’s done at school is 
graded, then thrown away or stored in a notebook. Broadcasting their writing 
across the country is a celebration of these students’ creativity,” Shannon said.

Shannon also believes that this experience gives students who aren’t really 
vocal or more introverted the chance to speak up.

“When they get on the air it’s as if something just clicks, and suddenly 
they’ve become better versions of themselves. On the radio, it isn’t about what 
you look like, it’s a spotlight on your writing.” Shannon said.

This is the second year Shannon has done this with his class, and he plans to 
continue this in further years. According to Shannon, this experience will help 
strengthen the Language Arts Department at Shaler.

“I hope to make Shaler a place that supports young writers, and the voices 
of generations to come,”  he said.

Titan of the Month: Dan Bittner

Creative writing class 
reads work on radio

Dan Bittner ( Anna Cunningham)
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     by Emily Daquelente 

The National Guard has been around since 
1636. It started with volunteer “soldiers” who 
were merely just workmen and farmers who 
would take up arms at any needed time to defend 
their community. Today, there are National Guard 
units who are able to be called upon at any time 
for assistance by the president and protecting ev-
ery community in the US. The National Guard 
gives high school graduates another option, an 
option that takes them further than they ever be-
lieved themselves capable of.

“The National Guard helps people succeed by 
enabling them with the ability to attend college 
while they serve. We live in a competitive world 
and National Guard soldiers are the most educated 
soldiers in the military. This is due to our educa-
tional benefits that fit a full time college student’s 
schedule,” SFC Mike W. Poulliott, Army National 
Guard Recruiter, said. 

The National Guard offers scholarships, tuition 
assistance, loan repayment programs, even money 
for books and supplies every month. Also being in 
National Guard means getting paid, the amount you 
make depends on rank, job, and education level. The 
Guard provides those who are enlisted with countless 
benefits that it is actually possible to graduate from 
college debt free. 

“I was able to graduate college debt free which 
put me way ahead of my colleagues,” National Guard 
soldier and Shaler Area art teacher, David Boyles, 
said.

 Aside from college benefits, even once a person 
has completed serving his or her time with the Guard 
the benefits continue. The longer one is enlisted the 
more benefits. The available benefits include shop-
ping discounts, flying privileges, life insurance, and 
a federal retirement plan.

“The Guard helped pay for my college education 
but more than that, it paid for my house loan,” Air 
Guard soldier, Jack Dipofi said.

 There are many jobs one can pursue when join-
ing National Guard to be even more prepared for 

their future. A person is free to choose which field 
he or she would like to go into when joining, as long 
as all requirements are filled. The requirements are 
based on fitness and the ASVAB (Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery) test. The ASVAB is a 
multiple-aptitude battery that measures developed 
abilities and helps predict future academic and oc-
cupational success in the military.

“I chose infantry which was a young and brash 
decision but still, I was able to take things like the 
discipline and structure that I learned and carry that 
with me for the rest of my life,” Boyles said.

The National Guard is the most flexible branch of 
the army; it is a part time commitment which makes 
going to school or having a separate job possible. 
However at any time a Guard soldier can be called 
upon for duty, which is represented by the National 
Guard’s slogan, “Always Ready Always There.” The 
flexibility is not the only thing that makes this branch 
different; it also gives someone the opportunity to 
serve their home communities just as much as they 
serve their nation.

“It gives you the honor of serving your commu-
nity at the time of a crisis while also serving on a 

federal level,” DiPofi said.
“The National Guard is a component of the army. 

We are the only part of the military that handles state 
emergencies. State emergencies are events like Hur-
ricane Katrina, the Boston Marathon bombing, snow 
storms, and other natural or man-made disasters,” 
Poulliott said. 

National Guard pushes a person to his or her full 
potential, through strength and mind building exer-
cises. In the National Guard a person will develop 
the spirit of teamwork, discipline, leadership and 
people skills.

 “In ten weeks you will be physically and men-
tally stronger than you have ever been.” the National 
Guard webpage, www.nationalguard.mil, states. 

The webpage provides all information one 
would need to decide whether or not National Guard 
is the right choice for them. It displays their latest 
news on events and members, facts about their his-
tory and accomplishments, contacts, and links to any 
other sites that may answer the questions one has.

The steps to joining National Guard are simple: 
contact a representative, take ASVAB test, and enlist. 
Enlisting includes a physical exam, confirming the 
job one has selected, approving any and all benefits 
the Guard has provided, and taking an oath of enlist-
ment. 

The enlistment period is set at eight years but it 
is possible to serve anywhere from three to six years 
and spend the remaining time in Individual Ready 
Reserve. In IRR soldiers can be recruited at a state 
of emergency but is not required to train with a unit.

The next step would then be basic training. Once 
basic training is complete all that is required of a Na-
tional Guard soldier is one weekend, two days, per 
month, with the additional two week period once a 
year, until their enlistment is for fulfilled. 

It is a lot of hard work but in the end the commit-
ment is all worth it.

 “One hundred percent tuition, loyalty, duty, 
respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, personal 
courage, and all should serve to learn to lead,” Boyles 
said when using a few words to describe why people 
should join National Guard.

National Guard provides option for students
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By Alexis Werner

If you’re a student who says, 
“When am I ever going to use this 
in the real world?” during class to 
your friends, Mr. Wells may have 
the class for you.

Wells teaches Wood Technol-
ogy levels one through four and 
Cabinetry one and two, a skill he 
believes everyone can use in their 
day to day life.

“I think that everyone at some 
aspect of life should have to take it 
because they are all going to own 
homes at one point, and fix things, 
and have to learn how to use tools 
and equipment” Wells said.

Benjamin Miller, junior, under-
stands the advantages he has gained 
by taking the class, “You never 
know when you’re going to need 
the skills for DIY (do it yourself) proj-
ects, and I’ve learned that working with wood is 
one of the easiest kinds of works to do.”

Girls shouldn’t be discouraged from the course 
because of the masculine stigma attached to car-
pentry work. Over the past five years a dozen girls 
have taken the course. Jessica Prom, 2006 Shaler 
graduate, was actually the reason the department 
created Cabinetry 1 and 2.

“Jessica Prom was the most talented girl in  
wood shop. She had a drive for it. [Prom] was 
ahead of the boys and she was actually one of the 
reasons we invented the cabinetry course because 
she wanted to take more classes. At that age where 
we didn’t let the kids choose their own projects, 
she was building poker tables for her dad,” Wells 
said.

Shauna Tedesco, level three student, also 
loves the wood shop environment.

“It’s a happy class, and there is never a dull 

moment,” Tedesco said.
Senior Cody Emmerick took the class and 

found his teacher a latent outcome. He explains, 
“Mr. Wells makes the class more enjoyable.”

In Wood Technology One, students do a gen-
eral overview of all the tools, their abilities, and 
the safety on the tools. Then they are introduced 
to starter projects that use all of the tools they’ve 
learned about. Projects include a foot stool and a 
mantle clock. Other projects in the higher levels 
include: magazine racks, end tables, and rocking 
chairs.

“Students take a general beginning wood-
working course or an introduction to see if they 
would like this to be a part of a career or if it’s just 
a hobby they enjoy so they can see if they want to 
go onto the next level and how to operate tools and 
equipment,” Wells said.

Wood Tech levels 1 through 4 are semester 
course, and cabinetry courses are full year courses.

Wood tech offers real skills
by Gabrielle Lazzaro

The Shaler Area School Board met on Februray 19 
to approve this school year’s revised calendar and the 
calendar for the 2014-2015 school year.

“In a year where there is one teacher’s strike, the 
calendar has to be revised so that we can complete 180 
days of school prior to June 15th,” Superintendent Dr. 
Wes Shipley said. “Due to this rule, we were only able 
to provide 2 built-in make up days to the end of the year, 
April 17 and 21. Once those dates were used, our only 
other option was to add make-up days.”

In order to meet the 180 days required for students, 
the Board decided to add two Saturdays, May 31 and 
June 7, to the calendar.

“The Department of Education allows us to take 
measures to keep from moving our graduation date. One 
option is to hold non-instructional activities on Satur-
days. Because we are allowed three days of graduation 
practice as part of our 180 days, these are allowed to be 
moved to a Saturday so that we do not have to move 
graduation. These days [May 31 and June 7] will count 
as a regular school day for our seniors and attendance 
will be taken,” Shipley said.

While this may seem inconvenient or unfair to se-
niors, there was a good reason for adding Saturdays.

“The goal of the Board is to try to allow our seniors 
to graduate on time given the rules for completing school 
days. We know that Saturdays are not desired, but we’re 
trying to keep graduation on the same night so that se-
niors can begin their next phase (school, military, work) 
immediately,” Shipley said.

The calendar for the 2014-2015 school year will be 
different from this year’s. Orientation is August 26 and 
all students begin on August 27. This earlier start date 
was requested by teachers in order to have s many in-
structional days as possible before state testing. Gradu-
ation is set for June 5. There will be five days off during 
the year that are available as make-up days. 

School calendar 
revised, adopted

Mr. Wells and students work on a project (Werner)
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Shaler loses to NA then forced to root for Tigers  
by Justin Jockel 

After a heartbreaking loss to North Allegheny 
last week, the Shaler Area Girls’ Basketball team has 
been eliminated from the WPIAL playoffs, but could 
advance to the PIAA playoffs if North Allgheny wins 
the WPIAL title. If NA does not win the WPIAL, the 
season for the Lady Titans is over.

Despite not being able to capture a WPIAL 
championship, Head Coach Neal Martin was pleased 
with the determination his girls showed throughout 
the entire season.

“We were able to fight some early injuries and 
remain intact on the court. Our section is very tough 
and any time you can get seven wins it’s something 
to be very proud of,” Martin said.

After achieving a 15-6 record in the regular sea-
son, the Lady Titans qualified for the playoffs. 

Shaler played Baldwin in the first round of the 
WPIAL playoffs and beat the Highlanders, 48-35. 
Not only was there good communication in this 
game, but Senior Paige Quinn said the playoff win 
was a product of the way the girls have bonded on 
the court which produced wins all year long.

“We have good team chemistry and we have 
been playing together for a while now. We have good 
shooters, rebounders, and drivers means we have a 
lot of different players that bring a lot of different 

aspects to the game,” Quinn said.
One specific group of girls that have brought 

something new to the game is the freshman. Last 
year, there was only one freshman girl on the team. 
This year, there were six freshman girls. Martin said 
he has seen exceptional things from the freshman 
squad this year.

“Our freshman class is very strong. We were get-
ting some positive contributions in games from some 
of them, but I think what goes unseen is what they 
do in practice. They help make our gym more com-
petitive, which not only helps them, but our whole 
team,” Martin said.

As a group, the Lady Titans only lost seven 
games all year, including the 50-42 loss to North Al-
legheny in the Quarterfinals. Statistics show that in 
all seven games the girls only lost by 10 points or 
fewer. Conrad says that this statistic is very impor-
tant in knowing this team was not out of any game.

“It definitely says a lot, especially whenever 
we give up the (fewest) points in our section. It just 
shows how good our defense is and how much we 
want to win every game,” Conrad said.

Martin also agreed that when Shaler loses by 10 
points or fewer, it really shows how the team can 
compete with any other team in the WPIAL.

“This team competes. It’s rare that I question our 
ability to go out and compete,” Martin said. 

The Lady Titans are now in the strange position 
of rooting for North Allegheny so that they have the 
opportunity to compete again this year in the PIAA 
playoffs. 

by Cam Bildhauer

Most hockey players dream to play 
division 1 college or even to play in the 
NHL, but playing high school hockey 
was a dream come true for one particu-
lar player at Shaler Area. When senior 
Patrick Boyle was born, he was bap-
tized at the hospital and then immedi-
ately rushed to Children’s Hospital. 

Boyle faced several life-saving 
surgeries over the first few weeks of 
his life and was confined to the Neo 
Natal Intensive Care Unit for 62 days. 
Boyle’s condition is known as VATER 
Association which affects different 
parts of the body including the verte-
brae, aorta, trachea, esophagus, and re-
nal (kidney). 

Growing up he had lot of mucus 
build up and would occasionally get 
sick. He has difficulty breathing and 
his kidneys are underdeveloped, which 
also caused a spinal issue for Boyle. 
He now has a lump on the left side of 
his back that makes his problems even 

more difficult. His growth was also 
affected by the condition as he only 
stands at 5’ 1”.

“Patrick had to have a lot of ma-
jor surgeries, some of them occurring 
on the same day, and it was rough for 
him,” Mr. Kevin Boyle, Pat’s dad said. 

Boyle then grew up playing hock-
ey. He started shooting in his driveway 
and ended up playing inline hockey 
for the Titans. One day after an inline 
game, Boyle approached his father 
about playing ice hockey for Shaler. 

“I asked my dad if I could join 
the ice hockey team and he told me he 
would see if he could make that hap-
pen,” Boyle said. “It was always my 
dream to play high school hockey one 
day.”

The biggest question for Pat was 
whether or not playing on the team 
would be too dangerous. Shaler has to 
tell its opponent not to hit Boyle be-
cause of his size and the affect it could 
have on his spinal issues.

“I was very shocked to hear Pat-

rick wanted to play ice hockey and I 
was extremely nervous, but I was also 
excited that he wanted to give it a try,” 
Mrs.Boyle, Pat’s mother, said.

Boyle was put on the ice hockey 
team as a freshman and has played all 
the way up to his senior year. He re-
corded a handful of assists in his career, 
but just couldn’t get his first goal. But 
on January 7, when the Titans faced off 
against Upper Saint Clair,  Pat finally 
scored his first goal. 

“It took a long time to get that goal, 
but it felt really good,” Boyle said. “I 
would have never scored though if it 
wasn’t for the nice pass by (sophomore 
Alex) Ficorilli.”

Every player on the team was ec-
static when Boyle scored, but the most 
excited was head coach Curt Hetz.

“I have coached for a long time 
and I have won several championships.  
When the championship moment is re-
alized, there is a sense of relief that is 
quickly followed by an unbelievable 
sense of joy. At that instance a memory 

is made that will never be forgotten,” 
Hetz said. 

Boyle played the least amount of 
minutes on the team, and sometimes 
didn’t even play at all, and that makes 
this goal even more special.

“The odds of Patrick scoring a 
goal based on his very limited playing 
time had to be astronomical.  It made 
me think of the infamous words “Do 
You Believe in Miracles?”  My team, 
our fans and I made a memory that will 
never be forgotten.”

It is truly amazing how much 
Boyle has accomplished in his life, 
considering all the challenges he dealt 
with as a child. 

Everyone should be inspired to do 
anything he/she puts his/her mind to.

Boyle’s goal is to go to college and 
he hopes to continue his hockey career 
for a division 1 school.

“I really hope I can get my wish 
and play college hockey,” Boyle said. 
“Hockey is pretty much my life and I 
don’t want to end it now.”

Lizzie Kline (Shaler Journal)

Senior’s lifelong battle rewarded with first goal

Sophomore wins sectional; 5 move on to WPIALs

Sophomore Jake Hartman claims first place in sectionals (Hartman)

This past weekend the Shaler Area 
Wrestling team particiapted in the 
Sectional tournament at Fox Chapel 
High School. Sophomore Jake Hart-
man won the 132 pound weight class. 
Hartman becomes the first Shaler Area 
Section Champ since 2010. 

Sophomore  Mike Heinl placed 2nd 
in the 120 pound weight class losing 
a close match 3-2 in the finals. Junior 
Jordan McGonigle placed 4th in his 
weight class and securing 5th place 
finishes were Senior Austin Heinl and 
Sophomore Jimmy Demore in their re-
spective weight classes. 

All 5 of the boys will compete this 
weekend at the WPIAL champion-
ships.
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by Emily Matthews

On February 8, the Shaler Area 
PTO sponsored a magic show at the 
high school. The entertainment was 
provided by illusionist Dan Kuniak 
and ventriloquist Dennis Bowman.

Originally, the magic show was 
meant to be held at Jeffery Primary 
School, but Athena Pacek, who is on 
the board at Jeffery PTO, realized 
that the primary school was not big 
enough to hold such an event.

“I realized the multi-purpose 
room at Jeffrey isn’t big enough to 
be able to have enough people to 
make it be a worthwhile night for 
everything that we would have to get 
ready to do, and the cost wouldn’t 
really be worth it, so I thought we 
could have it at a bigger place, but 
then if we have it at a bigger place we 
need more people to help and more 

than just Jeffrey to do it,” Pacek said. 
She pitched her idea at a meet-

ing where the PTOs from each 
school were present. They all agreed 
to have the magic show at the high 
school, and preparations started. 

“We met every week, every 
Tuesday night, and started brain-
storming and coming up with ideas 
and then every week it changed. We 
thought we were doing it this way 
then we decided to do it a different 
way or a better way or somebody 
had a better suggestion,” Pacek said. 

Their final decision was to sell 
food in the high school cafeteria be-
fore the show, hold a Chinese auc-
tion in the lobby, do a 50/50 raffle, 
and have Kuniak and Bowman pro-
vide the entertainment. 

Kuniak amazed the audience 
with his magic tricks, including ring 
tricks, bending steel, card tricks, 

and pulling a rabbit out of a bucket.  
Bowman closed the show with jokes, 
songs, and poetry recitation by him 
and his friends Chester Drawers, 
Captain Herkimer, and Dennis Mc-
Ginnis, a 109–year–old puppet who 
had once entertained Harry Truman. 

The show was a success with 
575 people coming to watch it. The 
money that was raised will be di-
vided among the eight schools. The 
PTO at each school will decide how 
to use the money. 

“At Jeffrey, the PTO pays for 
field trips, assemblies, buses, any 
kind of things the teachers need, 
enrichment materials for their class-
room, all kinds of stuff like that... 
Then when the money goes to the 
middle school and the high school, 
those PTOs will divide it up how 
they feel they can amongst all the 
grades,” Pacek said.

Magic Show brings in profits for Shaler

by Ethan Griffin

 On March 14, bands and solo performers from 
all over Shaler Area will gather at Mr. Smalls The-
ater for the Sixth annual Shalerpalooza. The bands 
will get a chance to play to a crowd of over 300 
people and have their music heard by a whole new 
audience. This is an event the students at Shaler Area 
High School look forward to each year to see their 
friends and classmates perform on stage.

  This year’s Shalerpalooza will feature six 
bands: Restricted Highways, Tobacco Road, Promi-
nence, Mono, Renegades, and Losing Juliet, and also 
will be including four solo acts.

   The Bands Mono Renegades and Losing Juliet 
will all be playing Shalerpalooza for the first time. 
Members of the band Mono, which is a three piece 
band, two of whom are sophomores at Shaler, Becky 
Maier and Chris Wisenesee, the band has been to-
gether for about a year and a half and have played 

many shows but say Shalerpalooza will be one of the 
biggest shows they’ve played.

“It’s good to get our name out there and heard by 
new people” Wisenesee, the guitarist said.

“Out of this show I hope we have a good set and 
get a bigger fan base” Maier, the bassist said.

 The man behind all of  Shalerpalooza is Dale 
Mangold, who plans out every Shalerpalooza from 
organizing the raffles, bake sales, getting the bands 
to play, renting out and setting up Mr. Smalls The-
atre, and even  performing with his band Tobacco 
Road.

“It’s just a really fun time where students can be 
themselves” Mangold said.

 One of the main reasons of Shalerpalooza 
is raising money for class funds; last year’s show 
raised $1200 in class funds. This year already spon-
sors have given money to go towards class funds, 
Trib Total Media has already promised to give $2000 
towards class funds and will be running advertise-
ments. Hardees as well is one of the main sponsors, 

will be allowing you to use your ticket stub as a 20% 
coupon off your total purchase when you show it at 
Hardees.

“We put a lot of work into the show to help raise 
class funds and that helps paying for other events 
around the school” Mangold said.

 Despite the preparation and all the setting up 
by Mangold and everyone else involved he said it 
is definately worth it to see the bands perform and 
watch every have a good time and help raise money 
for class funds.

“Overall it’s just a fun time and if you’ve never 
been and want to hear some good music and have a 
good time it’s a good way to spend a night” Mangold 
said.

The doors open at 6:30 on March 14 at Mr. 
Smalls Theater and the show will go on until about 
11:00. Tickets can be purchased from performers or 
at the activities office for $8 or at the door for $10 the 
day of Shalerpalooza. 

Preparations for annual Shalerpalooza concert underway

SAGS, 
SAGS, 
SAGS

Ventriloquist Dennis Bowman performs (Emily Matthews)


